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Executive Summary
Dublin City Council Arts Office is consulting on the feasibility to
bring forward a “Creative Campus” in the heart of the Liberties
area of Dublin 8. The proposals are part of an Urban Regeneration
and Development Fund (URDF) regeneration project that aims to
deliver new workspace for artists within the city. In total three initial
council owned sites have been identified at Bridgefoot Street and
at 8 and 9 Merchants Quay.

The following report presents the quantitative and qualitative data
from the survey. The survey received 236 responses. The survey
demonstrated that the majority of respondents (97%) support
the proposals to develop a new creative campus in the Liberties
in Dublin 8. A total of 7 questions (qualitative and quantitative)
informed the survey.
One of the most popular suggestions received was for the
inclusion of a dedicated music hub which would act as a central
feature of the campus, a total of 34 of the 146 qualitative
responses, and a further 21 referred to the inclusion of sound
recording studios.

The feasibility study commenced in June 2020 when a baseline
survey into artist workspaces was conducted. The survey invited
primary users of artist workspace to participate and received 500+
responses. This baseline survey revealed an overall dissatisfaction
with the existing provision of artist workspaces in Dublin both in
terms of supply and quality (See Artist Workspace Findings
Report, November 2020)

During the consultation period, the online survey experienced
4,291 page views overall and hosted 1,737 new users.
The top traffic source of the project was Direct Traffic (35%) and
this can be attributed to the e-newsletters which were issued from
by the Dublin City Council Arts Office to its database as well as the
list of individuals who provided permissions to be contacted about
the project following previous engagement.

From the survey, and supplementary artist workshops, seven
design principles were established (See Artist Workspace
Analysis Report, November 2020). The validity of these
seven broad design principles was tested in a further co-design
engagement process with the local community to ensure their
sensitivity to the neighbourhood and local context. During this
community consultation, the feasibility sites were identified to
assess the application of the design principles to the Bridgefoot
Street and Merchants Quay sites. This engagement entailed an
online survey, three workshops and eight one-to-one meetings
with local stakeholders and representatives from the arts. The
survey received more than 250+ responses from people with a mix
of connections to The Liberties including residents, artists creating
in the area, workers, and people who socialise in the district.

This second most popular traffic source was social media (30%)
with Facebook the top traffic generator due to the Facebook
advertising campaign.
A series of Facebook and Instagram advertisements ran to further
promote the public consultation and these ads reached 42,932
people.
Where required, Turley also arranged the postage of information
packs on the project to interested parties.

The community research revealed strong agreement with the
proposed design principles that emerged from the baseline
artist workspaces report, suggesting congruence in the core
characteristics of the future campus. However three new design
principles emerged during this engagement. This provided ten
design principles in total to guide the design of the proposed
creative campus (See Liberties Creative Campus Consultation
Report, February 2021).

In addition to the above activity, Turley Strategic Communications
also participated in a meeting with the Community Organisations
and Residents Network (CORN) and provided a presentation
on the project followed by a short Q&A session with the group’s
members. A meeting about the proposals also took place with
street art collective Subset at their request.
Further submissions received included:
• Media Urbanism Ltd - Proposed amendment to the current
plans

Following the community co-design consultation, the project
architects OBFA applied these design principles to create a
proposed concept design. Subsequently a fourth phase of
engagement with the arts industry and Dublin 8 community was
undertaken to validate support for the co-designed proposals.

• Liberties Cultural Association – Proposal Feedback
• Native Uses - A Multi Use Venue Proposal
• These submissions have been included in the Appendix 1-3 of
this report.

This report summarises the final phase of this stakeholder and
community consultation on the concept proposals which have
been developed as part of the feasibility study. As part of this
study, an online survey was carried out to ascertain the needs and
aspirations the local community.
The survey was hosted online here and was live for a fortnight
from 17 February – 03 March 2021. The survey sought to gather
participant feedback concerning the concept design informed by
the ten design principles which have been generated during earlier
phases of consultation.
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1 Quantitative data analysis
The following section provides an analysis of quantitative data
generated by the online survey.
A total of 236 responses were received in response to the survey.
Responses to the quantitative questions were gathered on a Likert
scale – see Figure 1.1. Respondents specify their level of agreement
or disagreement on a symmetric agree-disagree scale for a series
of statements.

Figure 1.1: Likert Scale
Figure 1.3: ‘I support the design proposals for 8 and 9 Merchants
Quay’

Design Proposals
Respondents were invited to specify their level of support for:
the proposals to develop a new creative campus in the Liberties;
the design proposals for 8 and 9 Merchants Quay and the design
proposals for Bridgefoot Street within the survey.

The majority of respondents supported the design proposals for
Bridgefoot Street with 68% Strongly Agree and 18% Agree with
the design proposals in this location. 12% of respondents were
undecided and 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree or Disagree
with the statement.

The majority of respondents were supportive of the proposals
to develop a new creative campus in the Liberties. A total of 97%
of respondents Strongly Agreed (94%) or Agreed (3%) with the
statement, ‘I support the proposals to develop a new creative
campus in the Liberties in Dublin 8.’ This compares to 1% of
respondents who disagreed with the proposals. 2% of respondents
indicated that they were Undecided.

Figure 1.4: ‘I support the design proposals for Bridgefoot Street’

Figure 1.2: ‘I support the proposals to develop a new creative
campus in the Liberties in Dublin 8’
There were high levels of support in favour of the design proposals
for 8 and 9 Merchants Quay with more than two thirds of
respondents Strongly Agree (69%) with the statement ‘I support
the design proposals for 8 and 9 Merchants Quay’. A further 20%
of respondents Agree with the statement. This compares to 2% of
respondents who Disagree with the statement and 1% who Strongly
Disagree. 8% of respondents indicated that they were Undecided.
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Community Design Principles
The survey asked respondents to indicate their level of support for
three of the key community design principles including: A Makers
Heritage; Sustainable Use; and Be a Campus for the Liberties.

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of support for the
community design principle: Be a campus for the Liberties. 79%
of respondents Strongly Agree and 16% Agree with the principle.
This compares to 1% of respondents who Strongly Disagree. 4% of
respondents were undecided.

In response to the statement ‘I support the community design
principle: A Makers Heritage’, 72% of respondents Strongly Agree
and 19% Agree with the design principle. This compares to 1% of
respondents who Strongly Disagree and 8% who were undecided.

Figure 1.7: ‘I support the community design principle: Be a campus
for the Liberties’
Figure 1.5: ‘I support the community design principle: A Makers
Heritage’
Over three quarters of respondents were supportive of the
community principle of Sustainable Use. A total of 83% of
respondents Strongly Agree and 13% Agree with this principle.
This compares to 1% of respondents who Strongly Disagree. 3% of
respondents were Undecided.

Figure 1.6: ‘I support the community design principle: Sustainable Use’
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2 Qualitative data analysis
In addition to the qualitative feedback received via the survey,
some individuals provided extended submissions via email. These
have been included in Appendix 1-3.

The following section provides an analysis of qualitative data
generated by the survey.
The survey asked respondents to provide any further commentary
on the proposed concept design. A total of 146 responses were
recorded.

A number of the responses received directly referred to the
individual locations. These specific comments have been analysed
thematically below.

The feedback included a number of suggestions which
respondents would like to see included within the concept design
proposals.

The comments outlined in Table 2.1 relate exclusively to the
proposed site at Bridgefoot Street and the comments outlined in
Table 2.2 specifically relate to proposed sites at 8 and 9 Merchants
Quay.

For ease of reporting, the feedback is included in below in the form
of themes and indicative comments.

Theme

Number of
References

Support for the 43
proposals

Summary of Comment

Indicative Responses

A number of respondents
highlighted their support for the
proposals and believed that the
campus would be a welcome
addition to the city.

“We think it is a wonderful idea to build a creative campus in the
Liberties and this certainly looks like a very exciting project and one
that is very much needed by the creative communities of Dublin.”
“I’m very excited to see these plans and it will be a real game changer
in fostering collaboration across the Arts.”
“The whole project is a really positive move by DCC and I look forward
to visiting and engaging with the new spaces in the future.”

Music Hub

34

One of the most popular
suggestions received was for
the inclusion of a dedicated
music hub which would act as a
central feature of the campus.
Respondents highlighted that
there is a lack of dedicated
music spaces within Dublin.

Rehearsal
Space

26

“The creation of a venue and a dedicated music hub would be a great
boost to Dublin’s cultural landscape.”
“So many important Dublin venues have closed down in recent years
and we are in desperate need of more.”
“Despite Ireland’s world-renowned music scene, our lack of
dedicated spaces for the creation, development and presentation of
creative and original music is breath taking. “

Several comments highlighted
the need for rehearsal space
to be included within the
proposals, especially for youth
groups and local schools.

“There should be a dedicated space for music in the plans, both for
rehearsal and performance.”
“I believe that the lack of adequate rehearsal spaces for children and
youth choirs in the city centre is a real problem.”

Recording
Studios

21

It was suggested that the
proposals should include
recording facilities for
broadcasting and postproduction.

“It should include space for: performance, rehearsals, studios,
recording, post-production, offices.”

Performance
Space

18

The provision of performance
space was highly valued among
respondents.

“It should include space for: performance, rehearsals, studios,
recording, post-production, offices, etc.”
“We need large and small rehearsal spaces, performance spaces,
spaces where we can teach and work and record, consult and
collaborate.”

8

Community
Engagement

16

A number of respondents
emphasised the importance of
continuing to engage with the
local community and include
them throughout the whole
process.

“I think it is essential that space and investment be provided
to involve the local community to make sure there is ongoing
engagement, acceptance and utility.”

Several of the comments
received highlighted the
importance of creating spaces
which encouraged cross
collaboration and inclusivity
across different art forms.

“It would be great to have such a facility in the city to encourage
collaboration and bring a sense of community to this isolating
profession.”

It was suggested by a number
of respondents that it would
be beneficial to engage with
independent organisations in
the local community.

“Creating and developing stronger links within the community under
one creative campus.”

“I think thus an interconnected creative and cultural network can
be generated...with benefits to both local community in terms of
e.g. employment opportunities and benefits to visitors to the area
One respondent suggested that enhancing their experience.”
the proposals should connect
“The involvement of the local community in every phase, and
with the nearby Dublin 8 site
ensuring that the buildings and their spaces are genuinely open and
of Kilmainham and physically
shared with local residents for community use, needs to be central to
extend the connection with the
the operation of the buildings.”
community in doing so.
Cross Discipline 16
Collaboration

Collaboration
with National
and Local
Organisations

15

“A space to meet, network, plan, release campaigns and work on
music would see great returns in our city.”

“The organisation of workspaces should engage with independent
arts organisations and artist-led initiatives that have grassroots
knowledge of the neighbourhood rather than major institutions.”

A number of representatives
from the Music Alliance of
Ireland (MAI) responded to the
survey to highlight their support
for the proposals and desire
to engage and manage the
proposed spaces.

Soundproofing

14

Private
Workspace
Provision

12

Additional responses
emphasised the potential for
SME’s to be involved in the
plans as well as local groups and
schools to promote stronger
links with the community.
The need for sound proofing
“A space with a piano, adequate sound proofing, a good acoustic and
was a prominent suggestion
good ventilation.”
raised by respondents.
The provision of individual
workspaces and studios for
private work was suggested by
respondents.

“If DCC is designating these sites as artist workspaces, dedicated
private artist workspaces need to be maintained as an integral
component.”

“I would also love to see a shared hotdesking workspace for digital
One respondent suggested that composers, with each ‘hotdesk’ having its own midi keyboard and
a hot desking system could be
computer space for composers to come and write, with a separate
included within the proposals.
recording room nearby.”
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Affordability

11

The need for affordable work
spaces was emphasised in
the feedback. A number of
respondents referred to the lack
of affordable spaces that are
currently available within Dublin.

“There is a shortage of affordable, appropriate rehearsal space
throughout the city (the LAB being a notable exception).”
“As an artist, having access to work spaces affordable and sustainable
is a major priority.”
“The closure of creative spaces, coupled with drastically rising rents,
have meant that many artists who once had home studios, as well as
rented studios, can no longer afford either.”

Accessibility

9

Several respondents highlighted “Every space 100% needs to be fully accessible to everyone, whether
that the spaces should be
that person is an audience member or an artist or another worker.”
accessible to everybody
including artists, audience
members and workers.

Community
Hub

9

The need for a community
hub was emphasised within
the feedback in order to
provide a dedicated space for
engagement among artists and
the community.

Office Space

9

Respondents suggested that
“It should include space for: performance, rehearsals, studios,
office space should be included recording, post-production, offices, etc."
within the proposals.

24 Hour Access

8

A number of respondents
“Dublin needs a space which considers 24 hr access / usage.”
indicated that there should be 24
hour access to the proposed sites.

Bar/Cafe

8

Respondents stated that there “Also, there should be a commerce side to the building, so the idea of
should be a commercial offering a permanent cafe/bar should be seriously considered (to also help to
within the proposed buildings
create a certain communal atmosphere).”
which could include a Bar/Café.

Security of
Tenancy

8

Security of tenancy through the “Dublin needs a space which considers long lease length.”
provision of long term leases
was suggested in the feedback.

“Space dedicated to civic/local/community engagement work.
“A community hub for the music sector.”

Shared
8
Resource Space

Respondents requested that
“Dublin needs a space which functions as a shared resource space.”
shared resource spaces should
be included within the design
proposals.

Transport Links 8

The need for good transport
links to access the sites was
highlighted.

Central / with good transport links

Circus/Street
Arts Facilities

A number of the comments
related to the suitability of the
proposals for Circus and Street
Arts.

“An important consideration would be that every artform be
supported within the creative campus. There are artforms that
are lacking appropriate and dedicated spaces such as the Street
arts, Circus and Spectacle sector, for both training and creation
possibilities.”

7

Several respondents stated that
the proposals should promote “I believe aerial & street arts should be incorporated into the plans as
the cross collaboration of art
they are often over looked & sidelined.”
forms and consider the space
required for creative and street
arts, such as ceiling heights.
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Management

7

The management of the
buildings was raised in order to
ensure that the spaces are fully
utilised.
Several respondents from
established organisations,
including the Music Alliance of
Ireland, offered their assistance
to help form of an effective
management structure.

“This issue is partly to do with the design, but also about how the
building is managed, presented and shared.”
“I would also mention that Music Alliance of Ireland would have the
capability to put together an effective management structure for the
Merchants Quay space.”

Storage

7

The requirement for adequate
storage space was identified by
a number of respondents.

“I believe that Dublin, as our capital city, needs a dedicated Hub for
the development and performance of music, that encompasses
space for rehearsal, workshops, hot-desking, meeting room for music
organisations, recording and post-production studios, storage.”

Storage

7

The requirement for adequate
storage space was identified by
a number of respondents.

“I believe that Dublin, as our capital city, needs a dedicated Hub for
the development and performance of music, that encompasses
space for rehearsal, workshops, hot-desking, meeting room for music
organisations, recording and post-production studios, storage.”

Visibility

7

Respondents suggested that
“We need a space which considers high visibility - a cultural asset for
the campus should be highly
the city.”
visible as a cultural asset for the
city.

Limited
provision of
workspaces

6

The limited provision of large
rehearsal and work spaces
within Dublin was raised by a
number of respondents who
were keen to see such spaces
included within the proposals.

Multipurpose
Space

6

It was suggested that
“An important consideration would be that every artform be
multipurpose spaces should be supported within the creative campus. There are artforms that are
incorporated to accommodate lacking appropriate and dedicated spaces.”
a variety of art forms.

Deliverability

5

A number of respondents
questioned the deliverability of
the scheme on time and within
budget.

“I would say that having good access to the large rooms is really
important.”

“The city arts centre spent years and tens of thousands, if not
hundreds, to now own (?) a building on the quays that has never been
used in any meaningful way.”

One respondent referenced
previous schemes which have
not fulfilled their potential.
Disabled Access 4
and Inclusion

Green Space

4

Respondents emphasised that
there is a need to proactively
engage with disabled artists
and also provide accessible
facilities.

“Disabled artists should be consulted on design, a protocol for work
produced by disabled artists and disabled people in key positions
working in and on these buildings.”

A number of comments
requested that green spaces
were included within the
proposals.

“Please include a Green Area.”

“In addition to that having staff with awareness training also goes a
long way, better yet have a disabled artist on staff, perhaps someone
from the local community.”
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Sustainability

4

The principle of sustainability
“I hope that the idea of sustainability will genuinely be the main driver
was prioritised by a group of
of the designs and construction as well as the long-term use of the
respondents who wanted to see buildings.”
the principle drive the design
process.

Variety of
Spaces

4

The inclusion of a variety of
different sized spaces to cater
for multiple art forms and uses
was suggested for inclusion.

“We need large and small rehearsal spaces, performance spaces,
spaces where we can teach and work and record, consult and
collaborate.”

Respondents stated that the
proposals would benefit from
the inclusion of a communal
kitchen, changing facilities and
sink spaces.

“A cafe space opening out to the public terrace would make more
sense for public use of the building and use of space, or a communal
kitchen opening out onto the terrace.”

Utilities &
Facilities

4

“There are currently very few (if any) dedicated spaces for musicians
and ensembles to rehearse, experiment, produce new work and
perform it in a high quality, fully functioning space.”

“We are not sure if there are shower facilities included in the plans
which would be a consideration for physical artists.”

Car Park

3

It was suggested that the
premises should include car
parking provision to allow for
the transportation of materials
and to improve accessibility to
the site.

“While transport is in its current state, sufficient planning needs to be
made for parking, and this is also a huge accessibility issue as even
with good public transport supports in place, it won't typically work
well for disabled artists carrying instruments or other equipment.”

Equipment
Space

3

Respondents sort assurances
that reasonable provisions
would be made to cater for large
equipment such as kilns and
power tools.

“I am concerned about the suitability of the workspaces on
Bridgefoot st for people who use powertools.”

A few comments suggested
that the proposals would
be detrimental to the local
community and would follow
in the footsteps of other ‘costly
regeneration projects’.

“Is this another gentrification Project only to cause locals to be
pushed out of their area in the years to come by overpriced housing
and create a new urban zone that developers will be the only ones
who gain?”

Negative
impact on
the Local
Community

3

One respondent was
particularly concerned that the
Merchant’s Quay site would put
pressure on the local resources
which support the homeless
community.

“I hope that the proposal takes into account this performance use,
along with the equipment requirements.”

“My only concern would be that the development of the Merchant’s
Quay site would put pressure on MQI (a much needed resource for
homeless people in Dublin 8) to move, in order to make artists from
leafier parts of the city feel “”safe””.

Retail Space

3

It was suggested that retail
space should be delivered to
generate commercial revenue
and support local SME’s and
traders.

“There should be a commerce side to the building, so the idea of a
permanent cafe/bar should be seriously considered (to also help
to create a certain communal atmosphere), as well as the ability to
include pop-up traders, particularly on ‘off-peak’ times of the year.”

Bicycle Lanes/
Parking

2

Two respondents wanted to
see secure bicycle parking and
more bicycle lanes included as
part of the proposals.

"Can you please consider secure bicycle parking for residents and
visitors at the venue and in the venues spaces?”
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Creative Hub

2

The principle of a creative hub was “Dublin needs a creative hub.”
supported within the feedback.

Exterior Design

2

We received comments
requesting that outside space
is incorporated within the
proposals.

“It would be nice to have a place where you can take advantage of the
beautiful long summer days.”

“An allocation for a childcare space would be absolutely life changing
for many artists and I am of the opinion that it is an essential inclusion
in such a hub.”

“Can you bring in a planning strategy whereby all the material
the buildings are wrapped in during construction must display in
One respondent suggested that huge print form the paintings/designs of local artists or students
artists’ work should be displayed ...pensioners ...known and unknown artists...”
on the outside of the buildings.
Childcare
Facilities

1

The lack of childcare facilities
was raised as a downfall of the
proposals.

Prioritise
existing venues

1

One respondent did not
“Arts venues outside Dublin need urgent infrastructural development,
agree with the proposals and
so that they can offer their local populations access to the arts, and a
believed there should be an
chance at a meaningful life.”
emphasis on using existing
facilities and directing resources
towards established venues
outside of Dublin that require
development

Not-for-profit

1

One respondent suggested that “I believe the venue and studios should be leased out on a long-term
facilities should be rented out
basis to the music sector, on a not-for-profit basis.”
on a not-for-profit basis.

Open Building
Approach

1

One respondent suggested that “Also, in general I feel I need to insist more on the centrality of 'open
an ‘Open Building’ approach
building' approaches (at multiple scales) that should be adopted as
should be included within
central to this initiative, as a prototype for all building in the Liberties.”
outline designs to demonstrate
openness.

Public Housing

1

It was suggested that the sites
“Build 100% public housing on these sites”
should be used to deliver public
housing.

Film Facilities

1

One respondent submitted a
A copy of the proposal can be viewed in Appendix 1.
proposal for ‘An Amendment to
the current plans: Microcinema
and filmmaking hub at the
Liberties Creative Campus’,
to include provision for
filmmakers.
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Table 2.1 – Comments relating to Bridgefoot Street

Theme

Gallery and
Exhibition
space

Private
workspaces

Visual arts

Number of
References

10

4

3

Summary of Comment

Indicative Responses

A number of respondents
believed that the proposed
gallery space was poorly
designed and did not provide
enough space.

“The gallery space would be better suited in the cafe space on the
ground floor for a better flow of people and a connection to the
theatre; or in the 1st floor multipurpose space.”

Several comments related to
the allocation of workspaces.
It was suggested that the
proposals included too many
private workspaces and whilst
they were integral to the design,
that there should be a larger
quantity of multi-purpose,
flexible spaces.

“It would be great if the Bridgefoot street proposal would include less
working spaces (there are a couple of coworking spaces just around
the corner) and more cultural/socializing spaces.”

“The exhibition space in the Bridgefoot street site is very poorly
designed and very limited. The placement of a lift in the middle of
the space will be very disruptive and eliminate the possibility of that
space being used for many types.”

“It looks as though the Bridgefoot Street proposal is dominated by the
workspaces.”

Several respondents stated that “Would it be better to focus Bridgefoot on visual arts and Merchants
Bridgefoot Street should focus Quay on performing arts?”
exclusively on visual arts and
the Merchants Quay site should
be used for performing arts.
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Table 2.2 – Comments relating to Merchants Quay

Theme

Number of
References

Performing Arts 7

Storage space

Catering
provision

Music facilities

Theatre

5

4

2

2

Summary of Comment

Indicative Responses

Several respondents agreed
that the Merchants Quay site
should be used exclusively as
a performing arts venue, with a
number of individuals preferring
the site as a dedicated music hub.

“I am in support of the creation of a dedicated music hub for city at
the proposed site on Merchant’s Quay.”

It was noted that the proposals
for Merchants Quay contained
a large amount of storage space
which could be used for other
uses such as music suites.

“All of the basement is used as storage - could this be reviewed as
suitable for media suites for music and AV as well as storage.”

A number of respondents
believed that the Merchants
Quay site should include a
café/bar space which would
complement the roof garden
and theatre.

“This venue doesn’t have a cafe/bar for the event space or roof
garden which will ensure its usefulness as a venue.”

Respondents highlighted the
need for music facilities that
include a variety of flexible
performance and rehearsal
spaces, in addition to storage
facilities and provisions for
sound and lighting.

“There is no built space for a sound/lighting operation point, meaning
it will be a makeshift set up within the theatre space itself.”

The layout of the designated
theatre space within Merchants
Key was questioned with one
respondent calling it poorly
designed.

“The theatre should be allocated as a theatre/venue. It’s important
for this space to be inclusive to smaller organisations and groups for
events, gigs, concerts, nightlife to balance the loss of spaces such as
the Tivoli Theatre in the area.”

“Would it be better to focus Bridgefoot on visual arts and Merchants
Quay on performing arts?”

“The Merchants Quay space contains a very very large amount of
storage space. Some of this space might be better used.”

“The theatre/venue on Merchants Quay should definitely have a cafe/bar.”

“Facilities for music are sorely needed in Dublin City. These included
small and medium size performance spaces, sound proof and fully
equipped rehearsal facilities, solo practice rooms and instrument
storage facilities.”

It was emphasised that the
theatre should be allocated
exclusively as a theatre/venue.
Rooftop Garden 1

One respondent suggested that The rooftop garden would be enhanced for use with the insertion
the rooftop garden could be
of a raised platform area and partial cover through canopies for
enhanced through the provision performance/music for events
of canopies and a raised
platform.
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Appendix 1: Media Urbanism Ltd - Proposed amendment
to the current plans
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Appendix 2: Liberties Cultural Association - Feedback
Hi
It was lovely to be involved in the consultation process and thanks for including our contribution in
the published report. To see the Old St. Anthony's Hall on Merchants Quay open again would be great,
especially now that the local community has lost access to the Tivoli, Carman's Hall and the Rupert
Guinness Theatre in recent times. Here are our observations about the Concept Plans.
We don't mean to sound critical, and we are hugely supportive of the Artists Workspaces and the
Liberties Creative Campus.
The main concern about 8 and 9 Merchants Quay is simply the location. Its on the Quays, at best the
periphery of the Liberties and is not on any of the main tourist thoroughfares, nor is there much local
footfall there.
The Bridgefoot Street plans also look great but are nearer Bridgefoot Street than we thought and
seems not to include any of the Marshalsea. Is it the vacant Car Park site behind Morellis chipper?
With regard to NCAD, sadly NCAD have not prioritised community engagement. For the last years 2 of
the 3 gates of NCAD are permanently locked and I am unsure if locals have ever been officially allowed
on the grounds.
Would NCAD be amenable to opening up some of their spaces for community use in the short term as
an act of goodwill?
The Fire Station Theatre that fronts onto Thomas Street is an amazing space. Red Square has huge
potential, especially in Covid times. The Kiln, that fronts onto Oliver Bond Street, is another incredible
space.
The Marshalsea site and the large tract of land owned by NCAD, from Thomas Street to Oliver Bond
Street and from The Clock to LIDL may be areas for future discussions. Could the Rupert Guinness
Theatre and the Bank of Ireland site on Watling Street be available as well?
Please keep us updated and informed,
It is much appreciated by us all that you are taking community engagement so seriously,
James Madigan and Kim Olin
Liberties Cultural Association
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Appendix 3: Native Uses - A Multi Use Venue proposal
Hi
Thank you for your reply.
Yes I would like to share something I have been working on for a number of years which may be of
interest to DCC and Mr Yeates in the Arts Office.
I have been working on a model that would suit a development like this for a number of years so now
that DCC have agreed to explore using one of their spaces I would like to be on their radar as a potential
concept for this space.
I have created a PDF of my concept which can be viewed here
As I said in previous mail, I seem to have developed a useful mix of education, experience and skills for
developing spaces like this.
Thank you
Michael
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For more information or to set up a
meeting please contact one of the team.

turleyplanning.ie
@turleyplanning
linkedin.com/company/turley

